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1. Obituary. R. v. Krafft-Ebing. H. Schule. 

2. Brain Weights in Dementia Paralytica. G. Ilberg. 

3. Periodical Insanity. C. Eisath. 

4. The Muscle Sense and Its Representation by Maupassant. O. Kluge. 

5. Contribution to Idiot Statistics. G. Heiman. 

6. Case of Mania of Forensic Interest. Kolpin. 

7. Psychiatric Therapy. P. Prengowsxy. 

8. Statistical Study. 

1. Obituary, R. von Krafft-Ebing .—A short sketch of the life and work 
of the late Prof, von Krafft-Ebing. 

2. Brain Weight in Dementia Paralytica .—The author gives the results 
of his investigations as to the weight of the brain and its different parts in 
102 male paretics dying in the Royal Saxon Asylum at Sonnenstein. His 
method was first to weigh the brain (removed after the thoracic organs), 
then dissecting it after Meynert’s method, to weigh separately, the brain 
muscle, brain stem, and cerebellum; next dividing the brain mantle, to weigh 
right and left hemispheres, later the frontal, and temporo-parieto-occipital 
portions, and the basal ganglia of each hemisphere. His results are ar¬ 
ranged according to the length of body of the patients in tabular form, be¬ 
ing compared in the same table with the weights given Pfliiger as normal 
for men of corresponding sizes. In other columns are placed the proportion 
of the weights of the different parts to the total brain weight, duration of 
the disease in months, and ages of the patients at death. His figures show 
that in long duration of the disease all parts of the brain lose weight, most 
of all the brain mantle and especially the frontal lobes, and that in the 
majority of cases there is a difference in weight between the two hemi¬ 
spheres, the right being more often the lighter. The article, a very compre¬ 
hensive one, bristles with figures. It should be consulted in the original by 
those specially interested. 

3. Periodical Insanity.— The prevailing views with regard to periodi¬ 
cal insanity are those of Hitzig and Pilcz on the one hand, and of Kraepe- 
lin on the other. The former class as periodical, all mental disturbances oc¬ 
curring at regular intervals, each time with the same peculiar symptoms, so 
recognize a periodical mania, melancholia, amentia, paranoia, etc. Kraepe- 
lin on the contrary thinks that it is impossible to set a limit within which 
the periodical attacks begin and run their course, since irregularity is the 
rule, and regularity the exception, the latter being practically never found 
except in manio-melancholic insanity. Accordingly he does not admit that 
there is a periodical mania or periodical melancholia, but feels sure that 
sufficiently careful and long-continued observation will always detect a de¬ 
pressed and an exalted stage, though either may be but little marked. 

As a contribution to the literature of the subject, Eisath gives careful 
clinical histories of five cases, each observed for a number of years. In the 
first case, that of a female beginning at twenty-five; during twenty-one 
years, there were 13 attacks marked by depression, never exaltation. In the 
second, that of a female beginning at forty-six, there were 20 attacks of 
exaltation in 16 years, never depression. The third case was that of a 
woman in whom between the ages of seventeen and sixty-seven years, there 
were 12 severe attacks occurring at irregular intervals, and showing mixed 
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excitement and depression, manio-melancholic insanity. The fourth and 
fifth cases respectively in a man and in a woman, though presenting a 
somewhat complicating symptom-complex, are regarded by the author as 
examples of dementia precox with a periodical course. Only in his second 
case does he think that the symptoms occurred with sufficient definiteness 
and regularity, to fulfil the requirements of Hitzig’s and Pilcz’s classifica¬ 
tion. On the whole he is inclined to take a position between that of Hitzig 
and Pilcz, and that of Kraepelin inclining to the opinion of the latter that 
periodicity alone is not a satisfactory criterion for the separation of psychi¬ 
cal diseases. 

4. On the Muscle Sense and Its Representation by Maupassant .—After 
a short discussion of the muscle sense, from which our notion of the Ego, 
or sense of self, is in his opinion, almost entirely derived, the author studies 
the manifestations of altered self feeling due to the pathological disturb¬ 
ance of this sense as presented by Maupassant, especially in his novel “La 
Horla,” which was written after the gifted Frenchman was doubtless al¬ 
ready in the first stage of general paresis. 

5. A Contribution to Idiot Statistics .—Unsuitable for abstraction. 

6. A Case of Mania of Forensic Interest .—Case of a man of twenty- 
six years, arrested for a number of small swindling operations, and found 
to be suffering from not very well marked mania. Of chief interest is the 
marked family and hereditary character of the mental trouble, which the 
author exposes at some length. 

7. Psychiatry Therapy .—The author calls attention to the skin as an 
organ of elimination and thinks that a failure of this organ to perform its 
function may be at the bottom of some psychoses of possibly toxic origin. 
In a case diagnosed as “periodical neurasthenia” he claims to have been 
able by the local application of cold, to produce an array of symptoms affect¬ 
ing the skin, the circulatory organs, and sometimes the digestive apparatus, 
with mental manifestations corresponding closely to those of katatonia, all 
of which could be made to disappear, by warming up the skin again. From 
clinical study, and from the above experimental evidence, he urges the ad¬ 
visability of avoiding drugs which tend to produce arterial spasm, caffein 
especially. The symptoms described he attributes to the production of ar¬ 
terial spasm, the consequent suppression of transpiration through the skin, 
and urges the rationality of encouraging sweating, and especially of the use 
of the prolonged warm bath as recommended by Kraepelin and others. 

8. Statistics of Patients in Institutions for the Insane, Idiotic and Epi¬ 
leptic .—Tabular only. Unsuitable for abstraction. 

C. L. Allen (Trenton). 


MISCELLANY 

Pathogeny of the Acute Psychoses. H. Berger (Berliner klinische 
Wochenschrift, July 27, 1903). 

This is still one of the unsolved problems of psychiatry, and none of the 
numerous theories advanced have stood the test of experimental trials. The 
view which has lately met with the most support is that these phenomena 
depend on delicate chemical changes in the cortical cells, which occur with¬ 
out the production of any morphological alterations in the cells themselves. 
In this way the theory of a circulating toxin in the blood has gradually 
gained credence. Experimental proof of this theory has been sought by the 
author, who made the first trial upon himself. He injected, at intervals, 
serum, blood and cerebrospinal fluid from a patient suffering from acute de¬ 
mentia with hallucinations, without the least effect. This seems to show 
that the toxin, if present, must already be firmly united with the cerebral 
cells before the acute symptoms appear. In the belief that the toxin may 



